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Jesus walked, wce,
late, and generally proved Himse

action too . . .
We see the kind of disciple He's

first followers a job to do. While the

situation, the principles are for us. Let
Before Jesus sent His disciples out,
Then it became their turn, and we see W

¢ Read Luke 31-6, 0.

visited, arqued, encouraged, rose early, worked

If to be a man of action. And, we can be people of

looking for in Luke 9:1-6, 10, where He gave His

details of how to go about it were tailored for that

‘s take a look at some.
He taught them and demonstrated what to do.

hat happened in our passage.

» What was their mission objective?

» What gifts of the Spirit did Jesus give the disciples?

» Why do you think Jesus gave them these gifts?

» Jesus told them not to take an

them to learn?

» Why do you think Jesus told the discipl

welcome them?

» When the disciples set off
felt?

» How do you think the disciples’ relationship to Jesus ¢

es to leave the towns that didn't

on their first trainin

hanged after they had

been out preaching and healing?

Jesus i
Himself.

s a man of action. He trains His disciples, then turns them int

y food, clothes, or extra money. What did He want

g mission, how do you think they

o active copies of

Luke 9:1-6, 10
'When Jesus had called the Twelve
together, he gave them power and
authority to drive out all demons and 1o
cure diseases, “and he sent them out to
proclaim the kingdom of God and to heal
the sick. *He told them: “Take nothihg for
the journey—no staff, no bag, no bread,
no maney, no extra:shirt. ‘Whatever
house you enter, stay there until you leave
that town. *If people do not weicome yau
I_eave their town and shake the dust off :
your feet. as a testimony against them.”
"SEI they set out and went from village to
village. proclaiming the good news and
healing people everywhere.

1"When the apostles returned, they
reporied to Jesus:what they had done
Ti}en he took them with him and they
withdrew by themselves to a town called
Bethsaida. .
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dilysith
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Being a Christlike servant
involves our thoughts, speech,
actions, motives, and attitude.
Ask God to show you how you
can develop in these areas.

»tues

Thoughts “Christ has set
us free” (Gal. 5:1). Read

this passage, what is a wrong
way of thinking about our
salvation? What are we now
free to live for in new ways?

»wed

Speech “If you keep on
biting and devouring each
other, watch out or you

will be destroyed by each
other” (Gal. 5:15). What

is something you have said to a family
member that was “biting” instead of
building up? Ask God to forgive you, then
go ask that person for forgiveness.

Actions “Keep in step with the Spirit”
(Gal. 5:25). Galatians 5:16-26 describes
two kinds of people—those controlled by
their sinful nature and those controlled
by the Holy Spirit. Think of someone you
are not getting along with. How could you
demonstrate the fruit of the Spirit to them?

Motives “Let us not become conceited,
provoking and envying each other” (Gal.
5:26). It is possible to do “religious”
things and still not be a servant who
pleases God. Why do you think our
motives are so important to God?

Attitude “Serve one another humbly in
love” {Gal. 5:13). Being a servant can be
demeaning, boring, and tedious—unless
we share Christ’s attitude of love. With
His attitude, being a servant brings
dignity, excitement, and fuifillment. Ask
God for this love to serve others.

Galatians 5:1-15. According to i ;

—Galatians 513
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By Chris Lyda, youth pastor, Canton, TX

Do’s and Don’ts for New Missionaries

1. Do bring an open heart. Don’t bring a bad attitude.
2. Do bring a good water bottle. Don’t bring bottled soft drinks.

3. Do bring your Bible, notebook, and pen. Leave electronic devices at home!

4. Do bring hearty snacks. Don’t bring a bunch of candy.

b. Do bring extra socks and underclothes. Don't bring uncomfortable walking
shoes, high-priced jeans, or your grandfather’s antique watch.

6. Do bring a good quality sleeping bag and pillow. Don't bring a suitcase you
can't carry.

]
7. Do bring deodorant (please!). Don't bring lots of hair care products.
8. Do bring sunscreen and iﬁéé?ft-repe_llen_t. Don't bring bottles of cologne.

9. Find out ahead of time how to b’f.’sft'useyour cell phone in the country you
are visiting to avoid costly fees.

10. Exceed the need. Bring a great team spirit. Don’t leave home without it.
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TORTILILAS

a missions stopy A

In an old scrapbook, I have a cool picture of my friends Amy and
Wade playing soccer in the airport in McAllen, Texas. (Okay,
maybe we shouldn’t have been playing soccer in the airport.)
MecAllen is on the border between Texas and Mexico, and we
were getting ready to cross the border for a week-long mission
trip to Reynosa,-Mexico. Spapping photos'in the airport, | didn't
know I was about to have'ty mind and heart enlarged. I was
goi@g-to minister to the people of Rfyrlma, but I didn't realize it

would be 4 lot more than that.

seory drivers and homemade tortillas
A few days later, I was \1mng ina 15-passenger van half-asleep

because it was 6:30 in the m@rning. Suddenly, | was totally

awake, because our driver, B, was driving the wrong way on
a divided highway! He only di
finding a break in Lh{:én&ﬁﬂﬂ and getting back on the right side

of the road. Thcﬂ: Was no chanee of going back to sleep after thatd

it for a short distance before

,.'l'he rcij,brfr'ix thing was, we*wcrt-n’r gning cdmewhcrc at 6:30

meeting at a local Lhurch Yup-t B:mk h«}mm id. snﬂ hre drr.ammg at
that hour, bur in Mexico, I had .11 dy beens mecting with other
believers for an hour and a half. T"!Ls was the first | important,
unexpected thing that happened on that mission trip: instead

of ministering to the Mexican people, I learned something from

S(lElﬂ)lNﬂM

them. The Christians we encountered in Reynosa prayed and
worshiped in a way I'd never seen before. They really believed that
their city needed Jesus, so they began praying that their neighbors

would come to know Christ.

Guess whae? It happened! And as mopre: people accepted Jesus,
more people came to pray. By the tlmé our mission team arrived,
hundreds of people met every mom:gg to sing and pray. They
didn’t pray like we did, either. They \&Ekﬁd around the sanctuary
and prayed out loud, all at the same time. (It seemed weird at
first, but 1 discovered that when you're praying that early, walking
around and praying out loud is a good way to stay focused and
awake.) After one week, I came back’to the U.S. with a new
understanding of what it means to pray without ceasing and to
have a burden for my city.

Another thing happened that week that I didn’t cxpect. After
we were done with the crack-of-dawn prayer meetings, we went
to a church in another part of town and led Vacation Bible
School. That was cool, but the part that I remember most is

| whar happened after VBS each day. A group of ladies from
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the church made an amazing Mexican meal. I fell in love with
the homemade tortillas and all dhie stoff that went with them.
Looking back, I'm pretty sure that dhese people weren’t wealthy,
and that feeding a dozen hungry Americans cach day wasn't
pocket change for them. But they hosted us with such love.

I thought I was going to Reynosa to minister to the Mexican
people. I had no idea that they would also minister to me.

building bunk beds For jesus

Fast forward eight years. 'm in another airport, but this time

I ’m pretty sure th at it’s in Londen, not Texas. I'm on my way to Nairobi, Kenya—
th ese p e opl e weren ’t my friends and [ are on another short-term mission trip. We

are going to a university to join their summer service team (a

we althy ’ and th at group calledk Doulos, which means “servant”). Once we got to
the campus, we head to a camp called Freedom Base that used

feedir!g a dozen h ungry to be a prison camp. Now it is a camp where people come to
Am ericans e ach d ay meet Jesus. In just a few weeks, Freedom Base will host its first

summer camp. The campers will be street kids from the slums of

washn ,t OCkEt Ch a“ge fOl" Nairol?i th) will come for aweek of 2peyEses, bonfires, and
th em. ut th ey h oste d worship. Right now, the Doules team is here to build bunk beds,

showers, and an suthouse so that the kids can have a great camp

us With su Ch Iove . experience.

Because of my experience in Mexico, I'm not surprised when
the Kenya tiip turns out to be more than I expected. Here's the
main thing I took away from that experience. We were a group
of 17 Americans traveling to a new country to serve in a new
way. There, we met 11 African students—nine from Kenya, one
from Uganda, and one from Malawi—who had given up their
summers to serve. We weren't going to minister to the African
people, but to minister with them. Mission accomplished.

By the time we were done, I felt like the lesson I began
learning in Mexico eight years earlier was finally complete.

As an American Christian, T have a lot to gain from getting to
know my brothers and sisters in Christ whose skin color and
language are different from mine. Not only can missions be an
opportunity to minister to them, buc I can learn from them, be
ministered to by them, and serve with them. What an amazing
worldwide family—the Body of Christ.
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