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“Becoming’
£ tsdifficult if

oudon't know
what you hope

EH.I

te-become.

Mﬁ_mﬂqﬂg 13, won a scholarship to the <oc:.w vmnczﬂ.:m.,
Aris School in Louisville, Kentucky. <<nm she _uo_‘: with 3 rc
fingers on the piano keys? Did her ncqm:ﬁ :5_6 _qu
practice before she learned fo walk? .

"Believe it or not, | didn’t even know | EQm 38_83
talented. Three years ago, | had a _3@@ :._EQ an OOC_Q: +,
play sports with my friends. It was UO::@ E% sitti @ QBCJQ I
decided fo try piano lessons. r

“When | played for my fifth ©8_Qm @BQcaﬁon f @0*
compliments from everyone. | knew Emn 1w :*ma #o m:Ox <<=,3
it.” Doing » well at something is mxo:_:@ as Al ison V
satisfying feeling to find 83923@ that _Rmﬁmﬂm <

For mmm.@jq it was not as easy
to see his talents. He was a little
hesitant to try something new. it
was even hard for him to choose
his eighth-grade electives. He
explains his frustrations. "I didn’t
know what interested me or what
I'd do well in.” Jason expressed
what many of us feel. "Becoming”

/w difficult if you don’t know what

you hope to become.

In Romans 12:4-8, Paul reassures
us "we have different gifts,
according to the grace given to
each of us.” God did not pass
you by when He passed ouf skills.

As we each are right-handed

or left-handed, or have favorite
foods and TV shows, we have
different inferests. The challenge
is to discover the nature of your
particular inferests. When you do
this, you will unlock doors to your
special talents and skills.

How can you recognize your
interests? An easy way to begin is to
examine the hobbies and activities
you are now 4 =
participating in.
Which ones doyou |
enjoy? Which ones |
could you develop |
and expand?

Iif you get your
energy from being
with other people,
perhaps you have

may enjoy

more quiet, f “
alone time. ”
You might like '
model building, .
sewing, or !
writing. Perhaps /“”

you are action-
oriented and

would like to

discover a new

sports interest, Q

such as karate or Q
racquetball.

Discuss your Am
interests with h
your parents,
youth minister,

or school
counselor,
They can give you ideas as
you set out on your personal “talent
hunt.” Sometimes they know about
opportunities in your areas of
interest. Ask your school counselor
fo give you an interest test or
personality inventory. (It mx_o_o._sm
— which interests appeal
" to certain personality

‘S types.)
— =ﬂ Allison admitted that

frying out a new interest
or talent is a little scary

_ r:soe *I'm really nervous when

| play a new piece. I'm
afraid I'll forget or mess
up.” As you focus on

@ . :
a talent for helping [ —:ﬂﬂ’ﬂ“ﬂmn g oQ,,_osm Q:.ﬂ ._o®©3

others. You can |
consider baby-

sitting, coaching, or
helping at a hospital
or nursing home

as areas of interest

fo explore. On the
other hand, you

- meor
ey

what I'd
no Em—— _m= __ the direction you took. |

o see your abilities,
sometimes you will face
the possibility of failure.
It doesn't mean it was a
bad choice. You have
to step back and rethink

_ Continved on page 6.



6. Double underline the goal you
feel is most needed for the church
today. Why?

7. What does all this tell you about
Jesus? The goals He had?

8. If you had to write a headline for
the passage that Jesus read (verses 18,
19), what would it be?

. JODAY’S
SCRIPTURE®

1ISONE

IesSed 1ree

1.In today’s Scripture section, underline all the actions
that are a part of Jesus’ goals.

2. Circle all the people Jesus wanted to reach. - .
. . d sat down

3. Put a check mark by the goal you think was the
most difficult for Jesus to reach. Explain why you
SoschiiSloesvaiidls | * soripture s fulfiled in your hearing.” |
4. Put a star by the goal you feel was the easiest for . o . .

Him to reach. Explain why. | 2All spoke well of him and were amazed at the gracious words
that came from his lips. “Isn’t this ,_o.m%:,m son?” they asked.

4. Put a squiggly line underneath the goal you feel was

most needed for Jesus’ day. Why? y
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measure your progress. You can . h Y
begin to set goals. You can ask your- A
self, "Where do | want to go from | It
here?” and start to see answers. b

Jason sees play practice as a i

type of cultivation. *l| watched my F
mom weed her flower garden. -
As she pulled outf the weeds, the
flowers had more room fo grow. As =Y
[ learn my lines from the play, | get ’
Continved from page 3. rid of all the stuttering. My perfor--
mance is better.”

By frusting in God, you will have
the courage to use your talents
effectively. But remember, it's not
a disgrace if you don't succeed
right away in your “falent hunt.” As ﬁ
you focus on the choices, you will

These famous names from fiction, history,
and the present have at least one thing in
common. Each has (or had) a goal in life.

Jason found that a skill in school
Maich the famous name with its proper goal.

can lead to outside talents. *ILhad
fun in my Language Arts class doing
skits. My teacher encouraged me to
try out for a. community play. | was
nervous about it, so my friend and 1

1. Roadrunner
7. Thurgood Marshall
3. Jesus Christ

.

at his high school next year.
One thing about talent most of us
dislike is the work involved. Allison
admits she'd offen prefer going
swimming with her friends. "Practice
is not always fun. | hate playing the
same piece over and over. It's so
boring. but I've got to stay with it
fo get it right.” :
One great benefit is that
as you practice, you can

1 2. Queen Esther

of many things. Come and share
13. Martin Luther King, Jr.

your master’s happiness!” (Matt..
25:21).

tried out tfogether. Now he's on the
stage Qos%o:o_ I'm part of the cast. ~ 1€am who you are and your place = ”anh“uuo_s__s
We're having fun.” as a Christian. In the parable of the —_— Superma

Jason’s youth minister heard about ‘talents (money), Jesus said that 1 _ e >v_.or =_.. |
his talents and asked Jason to help people who do their best with what b — f. Sormam o
write a column for the church newslet- e 9ives them will be rewarded. . == m George Washington
ter. Now Jason is considering signing "Well done, good and faithful e F.>_§_._¢ Paul
up for a journalism enrichment class servant! You have been faithful-with el 2 u..____m_

a few things; | will put you in charge 1 1. Yogi Bear

o Interpret the law in the Supreme Court

b Unite the United States in agreement to end slavery
. Lead the Israelites to the promised land

1. Escape Wile E. Coyote

¢. To worship only the one frue God

(. Get food from visitors to Jellystone Park

;. Spread the gospel

. To be the first African-American U.S. President
i. To plead for the lives of the Jewish people

i. Redeem the lost

I Secure equal rights for blacks

|. Stay away from Kryptonite

7. Be o good president

here doll
go from here?




s living
L. What
differently to

| Micah 6:8. What
help you to seek?

ONESDAY Review Monday’s

f how you can live more
ghteously. Then spend some time
ypraying about those goals, asking
%, God for His wisdom. |

Some people spend their
lives seeking fame, fortune, or
whatever it is they feel will
bring them happiness. They miss
out on the treasures God has for
them. What is it that you seek?
“But seet Jirst his kingdom
and his righteousness, and all
these things will be given to
You as well.”

R THURSDAY Seek out Jeremiah
29:13. What does God promise

¢ you will find if you seek? How can
Z you seek with all your heart?

> FRIDAY Read Matthew 6:31-33
7 and Philippians 4:19. How can you
% demonstrate trust in God?

Martthew 6:33

SATURDAY End the week in
: _ prayer, seeking God’s guidance for
<. the coming week.

Gopyrighted material; permission required to reproduce.
062

Lesson 9.



